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 Message from Li Tian, PSNA President

Dear PSNA members and 
supporters,

I hope everyone has had a great 
summer break—spending valuable 
time with families, reconnecting 
with friends, going to scientific con-
ferences, and traveling to exciting 
places. July was a special month for 
me as I picked up the baton from my 
dear colleague Dr. Dorothea Tholl 
and began my term as the 2022-
2023 President of the Phytochemi-
cal Society of North America. I’m 
excited to follow in  the footsteps 
of great PSNA leaders like Dr. Tholl 
and serve in a new capacity for our 
society

The successful 2022 annual meet-
ing of the PSNA at Virginia Tech 
(Blacksburg, Virginia). The hy-
brid conference of PSNA 2022 was 
a huge success thanks to the heroic 
efforts of Drs. Dorothea Tholl and 
Brenda Winkel (Chair and co-Chair 
of the Local Organizing Commit-
tee), the Local Organizing Com-
mittee, and the Scientific Advisory 
Committee. You will read the recap 
of the conference by Dr. Tholl ac-
companied by many special pictures.

Accolades. Congratulations to Dr. 
Dhirendra Kumar, Professor and 
Chair of the Department of Bio-
logical Sciences at East Tennes-
see State University, who has been 
elected as the 2023-2024 President 
of the PSNA. Dr. Kumar served as 
the Treasurer of the PSNA for over 
six years, and also Chaired the Sci-
entific Organizing Committee of the 
2019 PSNA meeting at East Tennes-
see State University. 
The  achievements of many award 
winners were celebrated at this 
year’s annual meeting including the 
Pioneer Award, the Lifetime Mem-
ber Award, the Arthur C. Neish 

Young Investigator Award, the Plant 
Journal-PSNA Early Career Award, 
the PSNA Travel Award, the NSF 
Award, and the USDA-NIFA Award. 
Congratulations to all! Please be on 
the lookout for the call for award ap-
plications for 2022-2023. 

The upcoming 2023 annual meet-
ing of the PSNA at Michigan State 
University (East Lansing, Michi-
gan). While it seems that we have 
just wrapped up the 2022 meeting, 
Professor Bjoern Hamberger (Chair) 
and the Local Organizing Commit-
tee have already been busy planning 
for the 2023 annual meeting. Please 
mark your calendar for the tentative 
dates of meeting, July 16-21, 2023. 
Stay tuned for more details on the 
conference program! As an added 
bonus, July is arguably the most 
wonderful time of the year to visit 
Michigan. If your schedule allows, a 
pre- or post-conference trip to Lake 
Michigan and the Upper Peninsula 
in your trip would be incredibly re-
laxing. 
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The Phytochemical Society of North 
America (PSNA) is a nonprofit sci-
entific organization whose member-
ship is open to anyone with an in-
terest in phytochemistry and the role 
of plant substances in related fields. 
Annual membership dues are U.S. 
$100 for regular members and $30 
for student members. Annual meet-
ings featuring symposium topics of 
current interest and contributed pa-
pers by conference participants are 
held throughout the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico. PSNA meet-
ings provide participants with ex-
posure to the cutting-edge research 
of prominent international scien-
tists, but are still small enough to 
offer informality and intimacy that 
are conducive to the exchange of 
ideas. This newsletter is circulated 
to members to keep them informed 
of upcoming meetings and devel-
opments within the society, and to 
provide a forum for the exchange of 
information and ideas. If you would 
like additional information about the 
PSNA, or if you have material that 
you would like included in the news-
letter, please contact the PSNA Sec-
retary or visit our website at www.
psna-online.org. Annual dues and 
changes of address should be sent to 
the PSNA Treasurer. Also check the 
PSNA website for regular updates. 

The PSNA is an all-volunteer orga-
nization which depends on its mem-
bership to run the organization. We 
appreciate the time and effort these 
volunteers are putting in to keep the 
organization up and running. As a 
member, please consider volunteer-
ing to serve on one of these com-
mittees. The PSNA can always use 
more help!

The
Phytochemical 

Society of 
North America

WWW.PSNA-ONLINE.ORG
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the Advisory Board 

Mark Berhow
USDA-ARS

David Gang
Washington State University 

Toni Kutchan
Danforth Center

Mark Lange
Washington State University 
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Continues from page ... 1
New website for the society. We 
invite you to look around the new 
PSNA website (https://psna-online.
org/) now with greater visibility and 
accessibility. We are very thank-
ful for the great work of Drs. Mark 
Berhow, Sangeeta Dhaubhadel, 
Nik Kovinich, Dorothea Tholl and 
Philipp Zerbe on the new website. 
The PSNA website is a great place 
for posting and searching for career 
opportunities. Checking the mem-
bership directory is the best way to 
ensure that your email contact is the 
most up-to-date.

PSNA President’s Office Hours. 
I’m always excited to meet and chat 
with our society members. Feel free 
to join the designated PSNA Presi-
dent’s Office Hours on the 1st Tues-
day of each month from 10 am to  11 
am (Pacific Time) on Zoom; These 
dates would be: November 1st, and 
December 6th in 2022, as well as 
January 3rd, February 7th, March 
7th, April 4th, May 2nd, and June 
6th in 2023. How to join: https://uc-

davis.zoom.us/my/litian. Copy and 
paste the URL in the web browser, a 
passcode is not needed for the Zoom 
meeting. All current and prospec-
tive PSNA members are welcome to 
drop in to the  Zoom call and have 
an open dialog with me. If anything 
at all comes up between meetings, 
I can always be reached via email 
at ltian@ucdavis.edu. Let us know 
if you are interested in getting in-
volved in the committees and initia-
tives of the society or if there is an 
item that you would like to get on 
the agenda of the monthly Advisory 
Board meetings. Your input will help 
immensely in informing the PSNA’s 
priorities and goals.

Professional development of our 
society members. PSNA has always 
been a tight-knit society. By partici-
pating in  the society’s annual meet-
ings, you will get to know many of 
our society members.  The success of 
our young members is very impor-
tant to us. Many awards have been 
given out by our society to help sup-
port attendance of the conference, 

as well as recognize the achieve-
ments of our young members. As 
you have seen from the PSNA 2022 
program, panel-guided workshops 
were offered for scientists early in 
their careers (e.g. postdocs, research 
scientists, and graduate students) to 
discuss career development in aca-
demia, government, industry, and 
more. Throughout the year, we will 
be rolling out some new activities 
(such as webinars) to help promote 
the professional development of our 
society members. Be on the lookout 
for new announcements on the PS-
NA’s social media pages  (Twitter: 
@psnaofficial and Facebook: Phyto-
chemical Society of North America). 
Thank you for your unwavering sup-
port of the PSNA over the years!  I 
look forward to working with all of 
you. Have a great year!

Li Tian
President (2022-2023), Phyto-
chemical Society of North Amer-
ica

PSNA2023 meeting- Save the date
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61th Annual Meeting of the Phytochemical Society of North America
July 24-28,2022 Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia

The 61st Annual Meeting of the 
Phytochemical Society of North 
America was held at the Skelton 
Conference Center and Inn at Vir-
ginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. 
The hybrid conference attracted 
165 local, national, and interna-
tional participants with nearly 
130 attending in person balanced 
among male and female partici-
pants. Latest findings and high-
lights in phytochemical research 
were addressed by early career 
and senior scientists in nine inter-
disciplinary symposia including 
1. Phytochemical/specialized me-
tabolism: Gene discovery, evolu-
tion and regulation, 2. Phytochem-
istry at the junction of “primary” 
and “secondary” metabolism, 3. 
Emerging approaches and applica-
tions, 4. Synthetic biology and met-
abolic engineering, 5. Phytochemi-
cal signaling (including growth 

regulation), 6. Phytochemical diver-
sity in plant-organismal interactions, 
6. Phytochemistry in a changing 
environment, 7. Phytochemistry of 
functional foods and bioactive natu-
ral compounds, 8. Beyond plants: 
Specialized metabolism in microbes 
and animals. 

The program included a Women’s 
breakfast, an “Early career work-
shop” with panel representatives 
from academia, government, and 
industry and a “Panel discussion 
workshop” for graduate students. 
These events would have not been 
possible with the tremendous sup-
port by the PSNA Young Members 
Committee including its chair Ar-
mando Alcazar Magena (UBC, Can-
ada) and its members Monica Borghi 
(Utah State University, USA), Lucas 
Busta (University of Minnesota, Du-
luth, USA), Praveen Khatri (West-

ern University, Ontario, Canada), 
and Tuan-Anh Minh Nguyen (UBC, 
Canada).

A record number of awards were 
made. Dr. Daneel Ferreira (Profes-
sor Emeritus of Pharmacognosy, De-
partment of BioMolecular Sciences, 
School of Pharmacy, The University 
of Mississippi, USA) received the 
2020 PSNA Phytochemical Pio-
neer Award, the highest honor of 
the PSNA, for his pioneering work 
on the chemistry of flavonoids and 
isoflavonoids. Dr. Mark Berhow 
(USDA-ARS, Peoria, USA) was 
the 2022 recipient of the PSNA 
Life Membership Award for his 
long-standing and tireless support of 
the PSNA as PSNA past president, 
meeting chair, secretary, and web 
master. The 2021/2022 recipients of 
the Arthur C. Neish Young Inves-
tigator Award are Monica Borghi 
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(Utah State University, USA), Al-
exandra Dickenson (UC San Di-
ego, USA), Nik Kovinich (York 
University, Canada), and Kiera 
Tiedge (University of Groningen, 
Netherlands), and the 2022 Plant 
Journal-PSNA Awards were given 
to Thu Thuy Dang (UBC, Canada), 
Zhi-Yan (Rock) Du (University of 
Hawaii at Manoa, USA), and Na-
rayanan Srividya (Washington State 
University, USA) (see below).  

Recipients of the best oral pre-
sentation awards were: Yann-Ru 
Lou (Assistant professor, UC Da-
vis, USA), Cherryl Quiñones (PhD 
student, Arkansas State University, 
USA), Ryan Nett (Assistant Pro-
fessor, Harvard University), Zar-
ley Rebholz (PhD student, Virginia 
Tech).

Awards for the best flash talks were 
given to: Matthew Bergman (PhD 
student, University of Toronto, Mis-
sissauga, Canada), Aaron Birchfield 
(PhD student, East Tennessee State 
University), Doosan Shin (PhD stu-
dent, University of Florida, USA), 
and Christina Jochimsen (PhD stu-
dent, Martin Luther University Hal-
le-Wittenberg, Germany).

Best poster presentation awardees 
were: Andrew Hall and Soyoung 
Jung (PhD students, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, USA), Zhiwei 
Luo (PhD student, Purdue Univer-
sity), Ashlynn Vanwinkle (PhD stu-
dent Virginia Tech, USA) 

Travel awards were given to a 
diverse group of 29 students and 
postdocs funded with grants from 
the US National Science Founda-
tion and the US Department of 
Agriculture.

Sangeeta Dhaubhadel, PSNA Sec-
retary (Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada); Phillipp Zerbe, PSNA 
Treasurer (UC Davis); Mark Ber-
how (USDA-ARS, Peoria); Hiroshi 
Maeda (University of Wisconsin); 
Fred Stevens (Oregon State); Bjoern 
Hamberger (Michigan State Uni-
versity); Andrew Neilson (NC State 
University); Emily Mevers, Andrew 
Lowell; Susan Whitehead, Clay 
Wright (all Virginia Tech).  We are 
also extremely thankful to the team 
of the local organizing committee, 
which included students, postdocs, 
and faculty of the Virginia Tech 
Translational Plant Sciences Cen-
ter (TPSC): Guillaume Pilot (TPSC 
Director, VT School of Plant Sci-
ences/SPES), David Haak (SPES), 
Jim Tokuhisa (Biological Sciences), 
Susan Whitehead (Biological Sci-
ences), Crystal Founds (TPSC pro-
gram director), Clay Wright (Bio-
systems Engineering), Kelsey Reed 
(PhD candidate SPES), Anne Jones 
and Hailey Larose (postdocs in the 
Tholl lab), Sukhmanpreet Kaur, 
Zarley Rebholz, and Brian Ruether 
(PhD students in the Tholl lab).  We 
are deeply thankful to Leland Shel-
ton (Program Manager), Carley 
Graves (Program Coordinator) 
and Jeanette Cooper (Assistant 
Director) from the Virginia Tech 
Continuing Professional Educa-

Meeting hosts Dorothea Tholl 
(PSNA Past President) and Brenda 
Winkel (both from the Department 
of Biological Sciences at Virginia 
Tech) are grateful for the support by 
the scientific advising committee: 
Li Tian, PSNA President (UC Davis); 



PSNA News          Page 6                    Fall 2022

Young Members 
Activities during 

PSNA2022 
PSNA-Young Members Committee 
(YMC) organized various events for 
early career researchers who attend-
ed PSNA2022.

The Early Career and Graduate Stu-
dent Workshops offered opportuni-
ties for young scientists to discuss 
their next career steps in a friendly 

atmosphere, as this year, both work-
shops were organized as informal 
luncheons. In both events, a set of 
round tables hosted one invited pan-
elist with whom graduate students 
and postdocs had lunch with and 
conversed casually. The Early Ca-
reer Workshop featured scientists 
working in academia, government, 
and industry. The panelists, this 
year, were Ryan Anderson (Syn-
genta), Peter Bowerman (BASF), 
Kiel Henderson (Chromadex), Mar-
tha Vaughan (USDA-ARS Peoria), 
Monica Borghi (Utah State Univer-
sity), and Melissa Ramirez (North 
Carolina State University). 

tion Office for their tireless support 
in planning and coordination of the 
meeting.  
The meeting was further made pos-
sible with generous support from 
the Virginia Tech Department of 
Biological Sciences, the College of 
Science, the Fralin Life Sciences 
Center, the Translational Plant 
Sciences Center, and several other 
departments and units on the Vir-
ginia Tech campus. We are also 
grateful to sponsorship by SCIEX, 
ChromaDex, and The Plant Jour-
nal.
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Approximately 35 graduate students 
attended the Graduate Student Work-
shop Luncheon, which hosted Lucas 
Busta (University of Minnesota, Du-
luth), Inga Haugen (Virginia Tech), 
Susan Whitehead (Virginia Tech), 
Alyssa Rametta (Virginia Tech), and 
Philipp Zerbe (University of Cali-
fornia, Davis). Graduate students 
from the host institution, Virginia 
Tech University, posed questions to 
the panelists about career choices, 
the job market, and using social me-
dia to communicate about science 
and other related topics. Many ques-
tions sparked conversations between 
the panelists and students, creating 
a lively, friendly, and open atmo-
sphere. 
 
The PSNA Phytochemical Trivia 
Night, a new tradition for PSNA 
young members attending the an-
nual meeting, was organized on the 
second night of the meeting and of-
fered the opportunity to friendly 
gather young scientists together at a 
local eatery. 
 
PSNA 2022 hosted the first PSNA 
Women Breakfast event, during 
which female junior and senior 
scientists shared their experienc-
es as women in science and their 
strengths. PSNA is  proud that 41% 
of the total attendees to the PSNA 
2022 meeting were represented by 
female scientists, as it shows the So-
ciety’s commitment to gender bal-
ance. 
 
The activities organized by the YMC 
are an excellent opportunity for ear-
ly career researchers to socialize and 
seek advice from senior members on 
how to move to the next step in their 
careers. 
 
Join us next summer on the occasion 
of the PSNA 2023 Meeting held at 
Michigan State University!

The PSNA Phytochemical Pio-
neer Award is given to scien-
tists that have been active in the 
PSNA and have significant con-
tributions to the advancement 
of phytochemical research. The 
most recent phytochemical award 
winner was selected in 2020, 
but awarded in 2022. Dr. Daneel 
Ferreira spent most of his career 
studying and elucidating the path-
ways and structures of the tannins 

PSNA Recognition Awards at PSNA 2022
and proanthocyanins. He provided 
a reflection on his scientific career 
that was published in the fall 2020 
PSNA News on pages 3-5. He joins 
fellow PSNA members Neil Towers, 
Stewart Brown, Nikolas Fischer, 
Frank Loewis, Eric Conn, Helen 
Stafford, Ulrich Matern, Meinhart 
Zenk, Richard Hemmingway, Rich-
ard Dixon and Norman Lewis in the 
PSNA Hall of Fame.

The PSNA Lifetime Membership 
Award was given to Dr. Mark Ber-
how for his dedication and service 
to the PSNA as a dedicated member, 

officer, and volunteer. He joins a 
select group of 17 other PSNA life-
time Members.
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PSNA 2022 Arthur Neish Young 
Investigator Symposium

Kira Tiedge

Monica Borghi

Dr. Kira Tiedge is an Assistant Pro-
fessor for Functional Genetics and 
Genomics at the Groningen Insti-
tute for Evolutionary Life Sciences 
(GELIFES). Kira completed a PhD 
in molecular plant biology and 
plant biochemistry in Germany as 
a fellow of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation with longer stays in the 
U.S. and Austria. As a postdoctoral 
research fellow of the German Re-
search Foundation she worked on 
the discovery and engineering of 
specialized metabolism in bioenergy 
plants in the Zerbe Lab at the Uni-
versity of California, Davis, with the 
aim to improve stress resistance in 
these crops. In her new role as an 
Assistant Professor at the Univer-
sity of Groningen she now com-
bines genomics, transcriptomics, 
metabolomics, synbio, and genetic 
tools towards the characterization of 
specialized metabolite pathways that 
can provide crop plants with advan-
tages for circular agriculture within 
a changing environment. Some of 
Kira’s other projects revolve around 
raising inclusiveness in higher edu-
cation and supporting mothers in the 
STEM fields.

Dr. Borghi is an Assistant Profes-
sor in the Department of Biology at 
Utah State University (USU) where 
she focuses research on flower me-
tabolism. She joined USU after 
completing postdoctoral research 
in flower metabolomics at the Max 
Planck Institute of Molecular Plant 
Physiology and Wageningen Uni-
versity sponsored by a Marie-Curie 
Fellowship. Previous to that, she 
worked as a postdoctoral researcher 
at North Carolina State University 
on metabolic engineering of vola-
tile organic compounds. In her first 
postdoctoral cycle, she worked on 
plant ionomics at Purdue University 
and the University of Tokyo, Japan 
(JSPS Fellow). 

Nik Kovinich

derstanding the genetics and bio-
chemistry of specialized metabo-
lite biosynthesis in the seed coat of 
black soybean, and on engineering 
soybean metabolism to produce a 
visible color marker that could be 
used to identify genetically modified 
soybean grains. His postdoctoral 
studies at Ohio State University in 
the United States focused on under-
standing fundamental mechanisms 
of the transport of specialized me-
tabolites in plants. In 2012, he was 
awarded a Pelotonia Postdoctoral 
Fellowship to investigate a novel ap-
proach for producing derivatives of 
anticancer drugs. In 2015, he joined 
West Virginia University as an As-
sistant Professor to research how 
plants regulate the biosynthesis of 
phytoalexins. Dr. Kovinich joined 
York University in Toronto as an 
Assistant Professor of Systems Biol-
ogy. His current research focuses on 
understanding the gene regulatory 
networks that control phytoalexin 
biosynthesis and nanoparticle-based 
engineering of specialized metabo-
lism in Cannabis sativa,

 Alexandra Dickinson

Dr. Nik Kovinich received his Ph.D. 
from Carleton University Canada. 
His Ph.D. research focused on un-

Dr. Jazz Dickinson received her 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry and 
history from Swarthmore College 
and her PhD in chemistry from Uni-
versity of North Carolina. She con-
ducted her post-doctoral research in 
developmental plant biology with 
Prof. Philip Benfey at Duke Uni-
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versity. During that time, she also 
worked as a visiting scientist at 
Stanford University and the Carn-
egie Institute.  In 2020, Jazz joined 
the faculty at UC San Diego and is 
now a Hellman Fellow. Her lab stud-
ies the intersection of phytochemis-
try and stem cell biology to under-
stand how small molecules pattern 
developmental decisions. 

The Plant Journal- 
PSNA Early Career 

Awards

Thu Thuy Dang 

European Molecular Biology Or-
ganization (EMBO) Long-Term 
Fellowship, University of Calgary 
Eyes High International Doctoral 
Scholarship and Alberta Ingenuity 
Fund (Canada), Alberta Innovative 
Technology Futures Scholarship 
throughout her career. Dang’s Plant 
Bioactive Compounds Research 
(Plant BioCoRe) group integrates 
biochemistry, chemistry, bioinfor-
matics, and molecular genetics to 
elucidate and engineer the biosyn-
thesis of valuable small molecules 
from medicinal plants.

Zhi-Yan (Rock) Du

Narayanan Srividya “ Sri”  

Dr. Srividya is a Research Assistant 
Professor at the Institute of Biologi-
cal Chemistry, Washington State 
University. She earned her  Ph.D. 
from University of Madras. Her 
thesis was focused on synthesizing 
and characterizing acridinedione 
compounds using photophysics, 
photochemistry and electrochemical 
techniques. Sri worked at the Univer-
sité Louis Pasteur as a postdoctoral 
scholar, moved to the University of 
Chicago and Western Michigan Uni-
versity, before joining as Research 
Assistant Professor at Washington 
State University. Her current work 
with Prof. Mark Lange focuses on 
understanding the determinants of 
product specificity in monoterpene 
synthases and predict the functions 
of putative monoterpene synthase 
genes in newly sequenced genomes.

Dr. Thu Thuy Dang is an assis-
tant professor and a Michael Smith 
Health Research Foundation Scholar 
in Biochemistry at the Department 
of Chemistry, University of British 
Columbia, Okanagan. Before join-
ing UBC, she was a postdoctoral 
fellow (EMBO) at the John Innes 
Centre in the laboratory of Dr. Sar-
ah O’Connor (Norwich, UK). Thuy 
obtained her PhD in Biochemistry 
from the University of Calgary and 
solved the biosynthetic pathway of 
the anticancer compound noscap-
ine in opium poppy. Thuy received 
the Michael Smith Foundation for 
Health Research Scholar Award, 

Dr. Zhi-Yan Yu received his Ph.D. 
from the University of Hong Kong, 
working on lipid metabolism in plant 
development and stress response. 
After that, he did his postdoc re-
search at Michigan State University, 
focusing on microalgal research for 
lipid metabolism, cell development, 
photosynthesis, stress resilience and 
tolerance, valuable bioproducts, and 
symbiosis. In 2020, he started his 
lab at the Department of Molecular 
Biosciences & Bioengineering, Uni-
versity of Hawaii at Manoa. Dr. Yu’s 
current research interest includes: 
Synthetic biology in microalgae for 
valuable bioproducts; Symbiosis be-
tween microalgae and fungi; Lipid 
metabolism in photosynthetic or-
ganisms; Improving traits of tropical 
crops.
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Your Publication 
Highlights in the 
PSNA Newsletter

The PSNA newsletter (also shared 
on Twitter and Facebook) highlights 
your recent publications and features 
first authors that are current PSNA 
members. Interested? Then, please 
send us a brief non-technical sum-
mary of your paper including the 
title and authors, and a publication 
link and graphical abstract or image, 
if possible. In addition, provide a 
photo and a brief statement includ-
ing the first author’s affiliation and 
research interests. 
Please send your contributions (text 
as word document; images as pdf or 
jpg files) by email to 

New look of PSNA on the web

Phytochemtalks presents virtual seminar series

Organizing Committee
Lucas Busta 
(University of Minnesota Duluth)
Lars Kruse 
(University of British Columbia)
Gaurav Moghe 
(Cornell University)

Co-organized by the Botanical So-
ciety of America’s Phytochemistry 
Section and the Phytochemical So-
ciety of North America
Upcoming  Phytochemtalks https://
phytochemtalks.github.io/
Recorded Phytochemtalks https://
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCFV3OBetZd2-urinwIUVqqw

 

Sangeeta Dhaubhadel (sangeeta.
dhaubhadel@agr.gc.ca) or Armando 
Alcazar Magana (armando.alca-
zarmagana@ubc.ca). 

We look forward to hearing from 
you! 

Sangeeta Dhaubhadel (Secretary, 
PSNA) 
Armando Alcazar Magana (Member, 
PSNA Young Members Committee)
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Membership Committee
Philipp Zerbe (Chair, University 
of California, Davis)
Daniel Owens (member, Univer-
sity of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa)

Young Members Committee
Monica Borghi (Chair, Utah 
State University)
Armando Alcazar (member, Uni-
versity of British Columbia)
Lucas Reist (member, Michigan 
State University)
Praveen Khatri (member, West-
ern University)
Tuan-Anh Nguyen (member, 
University of British Columbia)
William Hay (member, USDA-
ARS)
Trine Andersen (member, Michi-
gan State University)

Awards & Recognition 
Committee

Hiroshi Maeda (Chair, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison)
Argelia Lorence (member, Ar-
kansas State University)
Deyu Xie (member, NC State 
University)
Lucas Busta (member, Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth)
 Thu-Thuy Dang (member, 
University of British Columbia, 
Okanagan Campus)

Publication Committee
Sangeeta Dhaubhadel (Chair, 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada)
Mark Berhow (member, USDA 
ARS NCAUR)
Mark Lange (member, Washing-
ton State University)
Nikola Kovinich (member, York 
University)

The Plant Journal-
PSNA

Early Career Awards
Tentative Deadline for application 
for 2023: March 15th

Amount of the award: $1000/per

Numbers of awards to be given each 
year: up to three awards (The num-
ber of awards will depend on the 
availability of funds).

Any unused funds will be used for 
the following year’s award.

Eligibility: 
This award is for postdocs and re-
search scientists in academic, re-
search institute, or government labs. 
Preference will be given to early 
career individuals who are ready 
to start an independent position; 
but,applications from mid-career 
scientists who are not principle in-
vestigators will also be considered.

The applicant should have at least 
3-4 peer-reviewed papers (at least 5 
for mid-career scientists) published 
as first author preferably in the field 
of phytochemistry or a related area.

The applicant should apply for 
PSNA membership at the time of 
application for this award.

The applicant should not have re-
ceived an award from PSNA in the 
same category.

The awardee will not be eligible for 
any other conference related PSNA 
awards in the year the award is made.

Application package: 
Applicants will apply directly (no 
nomination) and provide the follow-
ing information with their applica-
tion package.

Evidence of membership of the 
PSNA at the time of application

The number of PSNA meetings pre-
viously attended

Copy of relevant publications

Letter of support from the postdoc/
research scientist advisor/s

Abstract of the oral presentation

The potential topic for the invited 
review

Research Statement (limit three pag-
es) describing their significant con-
tributions to date, future goal,and 
perspective on phytochemical re-
search

Expectations from the awardee:
The applicant must give an oral 
presentation (30 min) at the annual 
PSNA meeting. 

The awardee should acknowledge 
the support of sponsors of the award 
in their talks.  

The Plant Journal will extend an in-
vitation to the awardee and their su-
pervisor to contribute a TPJ Focused 
Review for publication.

The outcome of the application: 
The PSNA awards committee will 
be responsible for all the decisions 
related to the awards.

All applicants will be notified about 
the outcome of their application.
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PSNA Newsletters 
Back Issue Catalog

Dr. John Romeo, a Past PSNA Presi-
dent and a Life Time Member of the 
PSNA, sent his collection of back 
issues of the PSNA Newsletter dat-
ing back to 1976 to the current edi-
tor. These have now been scanned to 
PDF digital format and have recent-
ly been posted on the PSNA website. 
This expands our collection of back 
issues that had only gone back to 
2000 or so. This is a unique collec-
tion that catalogs the events and pro-
ceedings of the PSNA meetings as 
well as providing some interesting 
articles on the state of phytochemi-
cal research over the years. If you 
get a chance go to the PSNA web-
site and click the publications link, 
download some of the newsletter 
sets and enjoy!

Current PSNA 
Executive Committee 

Members
President

 Li Tian

Research interest: My research 
group is interested in understanding 
how phytonutrients (e.g. phenolics) 
are made in plants using molecular, 
genetic, and biochemical tools. We 
also examine how accumulation of 
phytonutrients in plants is controlled 
by different factors under various 
environmental conditions. Our long-
term goal is to apply the knowledge 
obtained from these investigations 
to improve the nutritional value 
and agronomic performance of crop 
plants.

President Elect:
Dhirendra Kumar

Research interests: Understanding 
the salicylic acid-mediated biotic 
and abiotic signaling pathway in 
plants. Most of the current research 

in my lab is focused on the charac-
terization of the SABP2-interacting 
proteins. We hope to develop stress-
resistant crop plants with less de-
pendence on pesticides and other 
chemicals.

Past President:
Dorothea Tholl

 Research interests: My research 
group investigates the metabo-
lism, function, and biosynthetic 
evolu¬tion of plant and animal 
specialized metabolites (primarily 
volatile ter¬penes) in intra- and in-
ter-specific interactions. Applied as-
pects of our research include deter-
mining the metabolism and function 
of volatile aroma compounds and 
defense me¬tabolites in root crops 
and engineer-ing insect pheromones 
in plants for developing novel pest 
management strategies.

Secretary:
Sangeeta Dhaubhadel
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Research interests: Seed quality and 
defense-related traits in legume crops 
such as soybean, pea and com¬mon 
bean. Our research goal is to under-
stand the molecular mecha¬nisms 
underlying the synthesis of special-
ized metabolites involved in those 
traits and identify the regulators that 
control the synthesis/accu¬mulation 
of these beneficial com¬pounds in le-
gumes.

Treasurer:
Philipp Zerbe

 

Research interests: functional ge-
nomics, metabolomics, biochemical 
and genetic approaches to investi-
gate the biosynthesis, regulation and 
function of specialized terpenoid 
metabolites in bioenergy, food and 
medicinal plants with the goal to 
develop resources for crop optimi-
zation and natural product engineer-
ing. 

Editor-in-Chief, Phytochemistry 
Reviews: Reinhard Jetter

 

Research interests: Reinhard Jet-
ter’s research group is studying the 
surface waxes of various model 
plants and crops, spanning a wide 
range of metabolites from fatty acid 
deriva¬tives to terpenoids, pheno-
lics and polyketides. Current proj-
ects focus on the chemical analysis 
of the complex wax mixtures and the 
charac¬terization of key enzymes 
involved in their formation.
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New Member Application Form
Please fill in the following application and return to the Treasurer with your dues payment. Once your 
application has been processed, you will receive newsletters and special mailings. You are also eligible 
for PSNA member discounts on the Recent Advances in Phytochemistry series (See Website). 

Payments should be made by one of the following: check drawn on a US checking account, US travelers 
check, or US money order, International Money Order, Credit Card on the PSNA Website or Paypal 
payment to psnatreasurer@gmail.com. Please make check or money order payable to the Phytochemical 
Society of North America.

Credit Card Payment: Paying membership dues online via credit card has now been
established. Please select the link from the PSNA homepage to pay by credit card. A paypal account is 
NOT required but will expedite the process. If using a paypal account, send directly to 
psnatreasurer@gmail.com

Advance Payment: It is now possible to pay dues in advance. If you wish to take advantage of this 
feature, please indicate above the years for which you would like to pay in advance.

Dues schedule:   Regular member - $100.00 per year
 Student member - $30.00 per year

Return this statement along with your payment to:   Philip Zerbe, Ph.D.
         Department of Plant Biology
         College of Biological Sciences
         University of California, Davis
         605 Hutchison Drive, Davis, CA 95616
         Phone: 530-754-9652
         pzerbe@ucdavis.edu

Name (Dr., Mr., Mrs., Ms.):
    ____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: Line 1:
    ____________________________________________________________
Line 2:
    ____________________________________________________________
City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:
    ____________________________________________________________
Phone: Fax:
    __________________________________
E-Mail:
    ____________________________________________________________

Phytochemical Society of North America
Sociedad Fitoquímica de América del Norte
Société Phytochimique de L’Amerique du Nord


